e e be, 


e I CIPATION: 
5 OR, AN ACCOUNT 4109. £8 


/ 8 


PREVIOUS TO THE MEETING 


OF THE 


HIGH-CHURCHMEN IN THIS SCOUNTY, (Tere 
— 


OF THE BUSINESS TRANSACTED T Mn, 


IN OPPOSITION TO THE | 
D ISSENTE R S; 


WITH THE SPEECHESAT LENGTH, 


5 * A+ "BH | 
S * 1 * = 5 da 
- „ * * 4 
> 8 . 
=—_ » 
* 1 * - ® 
= * = — =» 


The King of France, with forty thouſand meri, 
Went up a hill, and then came down again. 


"SOLD BY THE BOOKSELLERS or SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK, 
NM. Dec. xc. 


k if Price Sixpence, | 


* — * ” 


N advertiſement having appeared in the 
public papers, requeſting the Gentlemen of 
is County, who are inimical to the Repeal of 
the Teſt Laws, to aſſemble; and the public cu- 
rioſity being greatly rouſed, to know why any 
—_— ſhould be made to an act of common 
juſtice, the following anticipated account of the 
meeting, being the earlieft we could poſſibly pro- 
cure, is humbly addreſſed to all enquirers. 
| The firſt buſineſs, perceiving themſelves to be 
a body without a bead, was to elect a Chairman. 
Sis Jonn Movss, of Bigatry Hall, in this Gounty, 
was propoſed ; but it being defirable to have a 
rſon of reſpectability for this occaſion, and it 
being obſerved that he had on # turned coat, the 
al was received with a hiſs ! ! which diſ- 
concerted the Baronet ſo much, that many people 
have reported, though without truth, that he blaſhed, 
He only hung down his head, curſed his coat, and 
thoſe who adviſed him to turn it. 

A conſiderable hubbub enſued for ſome time. 
The Gentlemen moſt deſerving the Chair, univer- 
ſally declined it; for the eonductors of the * 
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had ſet it too high for any moderate man to be com- 


fortable in it. At length the Rev. Dr. Monoeory, 
Rector of Purblind cum Swallowall, aſcended the 
Chair, and called the aſſembly to order. 

The names prefixed to the advertiſement which 
called the meeting, being read over, a few Gentle- 
men anſwered to them. Among the reſt, Mr. 
FairPLay, of Brotherhood, who, in the name of 
many others, deſired to. be informed, by whom the 
advertiſement was drawn up, and eſpecially who 
dared to put to it his name, and the names of 
ſeveral more, as though they approved of, and 
defired à meeting which they entirely abhorred ; 


as tending to excite alarm where none was neceſ- 


ſary; and to continue oppreſſion upon thoſe, whoſe 
conduct never did, and whoſe principles never 
could, deſerve it. | 

No one choſe to avow. himſelf the author of fo 
ſhameful an impoſition ; but the ſneaking looks of 
certain roms near the Chair, betrayed at once 
the conſciouſneſs of having done, the meanneſs of 
not-daring to avow, and the weakneſs of not being 
able to defend it. : | 2 

Dr. Moxorol v, to put an end to their embar- 


raſſment, addreſſed the Aſſembly as follows: 


Gentlemen, | * 

It is with pleaſure I perceiye, when our glorious 
Conſtitution in Church and State is threatened by 
a ſet af contemptible enthuſiaſts, that ſo many 
noble, ſo many reverend, ſo many learned, and ſo 
many wealthy Sons of the Church, are willing to 
ſtand forth in her defence. Indeed the ſurpriſe 
would have been, if on ſuch an alarming occaſion, 
there had not been a large company. When the 
honour of Diana of Epheſus was at ſtake, * 
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the Craftſmen were on the point of being ruiried; 
the whole city ran together, in defence of their 
eſtabliſhed religion; and ſhall not a ſimilar ſpirit 
ſſeſs us on an occaſion fo ſimilar; Were Paul 
imſelf to aſſault our holy Mother Church, I would 
oppoſe him; and, no doubt, the Spiritual Court 
would give heavy damages. The Fohefians would 
not ſo much as hear the defence their oppoſers 
wiſhed to make. Are we leſs zealous than a pack 
of Heathens ? Why ſhould the Diſſenters be heard? 
They can ſay nothing. Has not the Parliament 
determined it over and over again ? How reſtleſs ! 
How ambitious !—Are they wiſer than the Par- 
liament ? Do they think they know better than all 
the Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, and all 
the Lords, with the Reverend and Right Reverend 
the Biſhops? What would they have ? Have they 
not liberty enough in all conſcience ? Don't we 
tolerate them too much? Are not they ſuffered to 
neglect the Church, and have as many conventicles 
as they pleaſe ? Are not our Churches quite thinn'd 
for want of them? Don't they crowd to their Meet- 
ing-houſes like rooks to a- ploughed field, and 
leave us to deliver our reiterated diſcourſes to the 
bare walls? Believe me; Gentlemen, they have 
too much liberty, and that makes them idle. They 
want Pharoah among them; ſomebody who would 
not care a ſtraw for their murmurings. They would 
have theſe acts repealed. They would pull down 
theſe bulwarks of our r Church, and tumble 
our ſteeples about our heads. Can you bear to 
think of it, Gentlemen ? My Reverend Brothers; 
does not the idea turn you, who are red like crim- 
ſon, white as wool? They want to tear our lawn 
ſleeves to pieces; to ＋ away from us our tythe- 
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pigs; to burn our Common Prayer Book; to aboliſh 
our Articles, Creeds, and Homilies. They would 
leave us nothing but the Bible for our faith; 
nothing but the good opinion of our pariſhioners 
for our foundation ; nothing but their voluntary 
ſubſcriptions for our maintenance. They want to 


be Aldermen and Juſtices ! What narrow-minded 


magiſtrates ſhould we then have, if people of ſuch 
nice conſciences were in office ? The whole land 
would be filled with Diſſenters. At preſent theſe 
glorious acts block up every office of truſt, honour, 


and emolument, from them; but if they were re- 


led, every office would ſwarm with them. 
eſtde, Gentlemen, they are an inſignificant ſet 
their numbers very few; and they have no men 
of property among them. It is never worth 
while to liſten to fo ſmall and inconſiderablo 
a people. | az 
They are, moreover, a very turbulent and fac- 
tious community, quarrelling far nothing. What 
ſhould they ſeparate from the Church for, but mere 
ſtiffneſs and ſelf- will? I have been in the Church 
for 30 years, and have never ſeen one thing amiſs 
in it, What is it but turbulence that makes them 
now ſo active? Aſſembling here and affembling 
there, and uniting to give the more weight and 
efficacy to their efforts; I wonder thefe men are 


hot aſhamed to meet, and write as they do. Did 


not they cut off the head of Charles, the bleſſed 
Martyr, the Head of our Church ; let them anſwer 
me that? And is it fit they ſhould ever be truſted 
again? Did not they revile and prohibit the Com- 
mon Prayrr Book ? Did they not ſtrip all the 
Biſhops? And ſhall ſuch men aſſemble and corre- 
and paſs vigorous reſolutions? — 

| am 
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11 
I am glad to ſee ſo many of you together to- day. 
I hope you will heartily unite with me in ſome 
gentle reſolutions which I have drawn up, in hopes 
of ſaving Church and State from utter ruin. 
RESOLVED, | | | 

That Diſſenters are enemies to Church and State. 

That too much lenity has already been ſhewn to 


them. 


That it would be for our peace and comfort if 
there were no Diſſenters ſuffered. 
That we will oppoſe Diſſenters, to the utmoſt 
of our power, in every thing. 
Mr, Ogrhopox and Mr. Crvis immediately 
roſe, and both of them ſeconded the motion of Dr. 


 MonoeorLy ; but being informed there was no mo- 


tion before the Aſſembly, the Dr. having only read 
his reſolutions, they ſat down again. 

Major CuLverin then aroſe, and ſaid, the Diſ- 
ſenters are all a pack of mean, cowardly ſcoundrels ; 
I wiſh they had ſpirit enough to rebel, that I might 
have the pleaſure of cutting ſome of their throats ; 
as to hearing what they have to ſay, or reading what 
they publiſh, I never did, nor I never will. What 
reſolutions you are come to, Gentlemen, I don't 
know;' but 1 come to this refolution, to oppoſe 
people who don't know how to obey; but are 
always talking of their rights, and their equality, 
and patriotiſm. Such fort of gentry cannot make 
good ſoldiers; and if fo, I don't know what they 
are good for. I only with the Mutiny Act extended 
to them, and I was on their Court Martial; my 
teſt ſhould be a cat-o'nine-tails, and they ſhould 
take it every morning. I think that act would ſuit 
their Corporations, 5 a rac 
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Dr. MoxoporLy again ſaid, that he had dropt 
his notes, or - ſhould have remarked in its proper 
place, that the Diſſenters are a very illiterate, en · 
thuſiaſtic people. He could produce a dozen quo- 
tations from their writers, full of the groſſeſt ab- 
ſurdities. They are an heretical ſet; beſides they 
all endeavour to ſubvert the main doctrines of our 
Church, and deny our moſt eſſential articles; he 
therefore moved his firſt reſolution; but 

Mr. FArreLay then begged to be heard: Having 
declared, ſaid he, my diſapprobation to the meet- 
ing, I find myſelf obliged to declare alſo my 
reaſons; ſince in a queſtion. like this, it is not 
declamation, but argument, which ſhould weigh 
with perſons of liberal and generous feelings. 
Whatever are the prejudices of this aſſembly, I 
truſt no one will avow himſelf an oppoſer of juſtice, 
or willing to oppreſs the innocent. I ſtand up as a 
Member ef the Church of England, and a warm 
friend to our preſent happy conſtitution ; yet, while 
ſentiments of piety and freedom beat in every 
pulſe, and animate every power of my ſoul, I pro- 


feſs myſelf a friend to the Diſſenters in their preſent 


application, and an enemy to thoſe acts which have 
ſo long diſgraced our Legiſlature, and profaned the 
ſolemnities of our holy Religion. 


ground my deteſtation of the Cœrporation and 


Teſt Acts upon the following circumſtances: 

They deprive innocent and worthy perſons of 
honours, profit, and livelihood, | 

To puniſh without a crime is the height of op- 
preſſion; When we read the cruelties'of Nero or 
Caligula, what is it makes us ſhudder? ls it the 
execution of ſome flagrant criminal ? No, we ſee 
him led to the torture, or the ſtake, with * ow 
: ee 


E 


deed for the man, but without horror or deteſtation 


> 

pf the act. But when the innocent Pcerus, and 
the beautiful Arria are deprived of thoſe joys which 
; they have never forfeited, and of that life to which 
” WK their conduct docs honour, then not only pity; but 
4 horror; not only grief of the fact, but deteſtation 
E of the tyranny ; abhorrence and indignation againſt 


C the tyrant, move the boſom of the huſband, the 

father, and the patriot. The preſent race of Diſ- 
8 ſenters are denied the rights of men, the joys of 
by friendſhip, and the feelings of parental tenderneſs ; 
** are equally with the vileſt criminals, ſubjected to 
* fines, impriſonment, and outlawry; without being 
h guilty of any crime, nay, for refuſing to be cri- 
Th minal; for acting according te their conſciences. 
1 That very conduct which ſhews them to be men of 
= integrity, and worthy of office and honour, is un- 
Ye zuſtly made to wreſt from them deſerved rewards, 
_ and diſqualify them for every ſtation, after which 
ile honourable Emulation may be ſuppoſed to pant. 
TY Who will ſay that Diſſenters are not as worthy of 
— offices as Churchmen? Yet they are excluded; but 


let theſe very men baſely deny their conſciences, 
and turn hypocritically to that holy table, where 

the every hypocrite ſeals his damnation, and theſe very 
Difſſenters are received with open arms. The re- 

nd wards withheld from integrity, are baſely beſtowed 
upon profligacy and diſſimulation. Is the exploded 

of Fdodrine of infallibility claimed by a Church fo 
enlightened as ours? I would become a Diſſenter 


0 mylelf, could I think it poſſible. If not, can dit- 
* erence in ſentiment from a+ Church allowed not 
5 infallible, be a crime? A crime unpardonable! A 


crime puniſhed worſe than many of thoſe enormities 
which diſgrace humanity! Yet thus are the Diſ- 
leed ENT ſenters 
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fenters treated, though allowed innocent; though 
known to be worthy, they are branded as infamous, 
and puniſhed as criminals of the blackeſt dye. 
This is unjuſt, and with all my power I oppoſe it. 

I am actuated in my oppoſition by another mo- 
tive: The laws in queſtion are injurious to the ſtate, | 
rendering a body of fellow-citizens, who are re- 
ſpectable in number and principles, who are 9 4 | 
to exert themſelves for their country's good, and 
ſteady in that conduct to which their noble princi» | 


ples conduct them, of ſmaller value to the ſtate | 


than their brethren. If a multitude of people is the 
glory of a kingdom; if in a multitude of Counſel- 
lors there is ſafety; if the glory, honour, wiſdom, | 
and proſperity of a nation, is the aggregate of the 
glory, honour, wiſdom, and proſperity of indivi- 
duals; then ought the abilities, the courage, the 
ſtrength, the wiſdom of every individual, to be en- 
couraged to exertion; and thoſe acts which confine, | 
depreſs, or neglect the e e of any part of the 
nation, eſpecially of fuch part as .the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, are acts injurious to the Community. 
Who would ſuppoſe himſelf benefited if any mem- 
ber of his body, his arm, or even his finger, were 
confined or amputated? Who can ſuppoſe the bod 
politic does not receive rather injury than 
when any member of it is debarred from thoſe 
ſituations which he could fill with uſefulneſs and 
honour. Regarding theſe acts in a light ſo inju- 
rious to my country, I conceive myſelf bound to 
deſire their repeal. | + ol 

I obſerve, further, they are ſingularly oppreſ- 
five ; not only as denouncing puniſhment upon 


| thoſe who have committed no crime; not only as 


difgracing perſons merely for integrity; but as 
| | hurling 


a 


hurling vengeance and deſtruction, beyond all 
bounds, not of criminality, for there is none, but 
of propriety and juſtice if there vas. 

A man called by the ſuffrages of his fellow-citi- 
zens, who know and approve his private charac- 
ter; or ſelected by his Prince, who deſires his 
public ſervice; is, for accepting the call, for offi- 
ciating in his duty, wherein he injures no one, nor 
behaves either morally or politically ill, is deprived 
of all that is dear to the human heart, If you ſee 
a man turned out of his houſe, torn from his family 
and friends, having his property ſeized, and his 
family, perhaps; reduced to beggary; himſelf 
haled to a loathſome priſon; to pals, poſſibly; the 
whole remainder of his wretched. life within it's 
echoing caverns; would you not ſuppoſe the man 
a murderer; one that had ſeduced and violated the 
chaſtity of ſome unſuſpecting innocent; that had 

lunged a dagger into the domeſtic felicity of a 
*arſlow | If he were, he deſerves not a ſingle emo- 
tion of pity ; but what emotions does he deſerve; 
what emotions will every generous breaſt feel for 
him, when informed that all his crime is, he has 
neglected to receive the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, as a qualification for a civil office, which 
his conſcience (whether well or ill informed is no 
matter) tells him is to profane an holy ſolemnity, 
and awfully to. affront his Maker; The gene- 
rous will wiſh ſuch a man deliverance; the moſt 
ungenerous will wiſh: hirn every alleviation; that 
his friends, by legacy or gifts, if inclined to 
it, may relieve him; but he is forbid to receive 
either ; that the delightful office of ſuperintending 
his children may be allowed him: No; for a crime 
like this his natural rights and feelings as a parent 
are rent aſunder; be may not be guardian to his own 
| | 2 child; 
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child; and ſhould his neareſt friend or kinſman 
defire to leave his affairs to him, as a man whoſe 
integrity is uncorrupted, this alſo is prohibited, he 
cannot be executor to any perſon. Is this juſtice ? 
Is this equity? Is it not violence, oppreſſion, 
and worſe than Turkiſh deſpotifm ? Every heart 
I truſt, every feeling heart will join with me in exe- 
crating ſuch a law. 

The acts in _ too, however depended 
upon as a bulwark, are very inefficacious, either as 
a means of ſelecting officers, or protecting the 
conſtitution. Can a teſt, which keeps out men of 
principle, and admits raſcals, do any eommunity 
ſervice ? Is it better to put in office a man who 
diſregards his Bible, and all the glorious or awful 
truths it contains; who can prevaricate with God ; 
is it better to admit him, than one whoſe con- 
ſcience diſapproves the 20th Article of our Church, 
and who abſoluteiy acts according to his conſcience, 
and cannot be perſuaded to violate it's ſacred au- 
thority, by promiſes or threats? 

If in ſelecting it is ufeleſs, is it in protecting 
more beneficial. Does it protect either Church or 
State, to keep Juſtices and Aldermen, Exciſe 
Officers and Tide waiters, Churchraen. What good 
can Churchmen do in ſuch fituutionz ? What harm 
could the moſt rancorous ſectary effect, with the 


higheſt powers ſuch offices can give? To ſuppoſe 


this notion wants a moment's refutation, is to 


affront the underſtanding of this Aſſembly. 


It is in Parliament, and there only, that any 
alteration in the Conſtitution, or in the Church, 


can be effected; and while Diſſenters are ſafely 
admitted there, it betrays a weakneſs, of which I 
will not ſuppoſe any who hear me capable, to ima- 
gine that injury can arife from thoſe _— to 

Voi, | | which 
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which the acts in. queſtion relate, being truſted in 
their hands. | | 
It is the power of making laws, not of ſeeing 
them obſerved ; the power of laying taxes, not of 
collecting them; the power of ſupporting fleets and 
armies by ſupplies, not the commanding a com- 
pany or a frigate; the power of altering the Li- 
turgy, not the refuſing to repeat it; which can 
either injure the Conſtitution, or give real alarm 
to the Church, The former power has been al- 
lowed Difſenters, without heſitation, without da- 
mage. Why ſhould heſitation be uſcd to the latter, 
where no damage can enſue ? 
There is one circumſtance yet behind, which, 
I perſuade myſelf, every ſerious Clergyman will 
regard with horror equally with myſelf; I mean 
the profanation it occaſions of the Holy Supper. 
Every Miniſter of Jeſus, who regards his Lord's 
authority and honour, muſt have ſeen, with infinite 
regret, how often his authority has been deſpiſed, 
and his honour inſulted, by the forcible introduc- 
tion to his table, of perſons who would have been 
caſt from any other table wich indignation. - If 
there is any thing ſacred in Chriſtianity, if there be 
any thing peculiarly holy in the inſtitutes of our 
divine Redeemer, it is this ſolemnity. The im- 
propriety, the criminality, of abuſing this rite, 
above all others, muſt ſtrike the ſcrious mind with 
anxiety and grief. The glory of Chriſt's ordinances 
is the ſpiritual preſence of himſelf in them; but 
how can he draw nigh with complacency ? How 
can he look to the holy altar, when there the pearls 
of the Goſpel are given to ſwine? What an object 
for iu is the ſoul of a man, divided between the 
conſciouſneſs of allowed guilt, and the ſolemn work 
of ſuch a day; between the avaricious deſire of 
worldly 
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worldly advantage, and the ſelf- condemning horror 
at the means he uſes to procure it! The man him- 
elf is an object of pity, 3 hunger on one fide, 
end ſacrilege on the other, to torment him. Surely 
the Miniſter who officiates is an object of equal 
ity; to ſtand in the name of Chriſt, and give his 
y and blood to one whom in his conſcience he 
believes Chriſt abhors. One to whom Chriſt has 
forbidden him to give any thing, but a denun- 
ciation of thoſe curſes which await the ungodly. 
And what a farce, for infidels to jeer at, 1s the 
whole tranſaction | To give that which 1s holy untg 
dogs, is no little crime. | ls 
o put holy things to common uſes, is profana- 
tion ; and to pollute this ordinance, by applying 
it to purpoſes never intended by its divine author, 
is a profanation of the baſeſt nature. To be obliged 
to act a part in ſuch profanation is a hardſhip 
from which every conſcientious Miniſter will endea- 
vour to be delivered. The company of perſons ſo 
notoriouſly vile, is a burden from which every 


ſerious communicant muſt wiſh to be relieved, 


Let every ſerious communicant, let every conſci- 
entious Miniſter join with me. I truſt, this Aſſem- 
bly will be unanimous in endeavouring to obtain a 
repeal of ſo profane a law. n 


. 


The impreſſion made by this ſpeech. of Mr. 
FarRPLav was very viſible, A murmur of «I 
think ſo indeed,” was beginning to run through 
the room, when Mr, CLosz, of Keepall, begged 
their attention to a few words, | 

Gentlemen, Mr. FaireLay's ſpeech was fine, 
to be ſure, very fine; but do not let us give up 
our beſt concerns for a fine ſpeech, Gentlemen. 
What Dr. Monorory ſaid at the opening of the 


buſineſs weighs more with me than any thing I 
haye 
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have ſince heard. Being a limb of the law myſelf, 
Gentlemen, I may be believed when I affirm, that 

M-Mon is eleven points of the law, and in = 
hands, the twelfth alſo, Now in the caſe a 
faid, a man without a fee can clearly perceive, — 
the Du nters want our places, ds e mult de- 
ſerve a verdict of Non compos, if we ſhould let 
them be obtained by default. No man will give 
up an eſtate if he can help it; at leaſt, I am ſure, 
no Lawyer will adviſe him to it. It would be a 
pretty ſight to ſee Diſſenters filling every office, 
and running away with all the loaves and fiſhes, 
Gentlemen. If Mr. Juſtice is a Diſſenter, and Mr. 
Alderman a Diſſenter, and Mr. Mayor a Diſſen- 
ter, what will become of us then? A Churchman's 
chance for a place would be like an unſtamped 
deed, of no value, 

f Surely the State has a right to chuſe who it 
leaſes, to ſerve it. While Churchmen are choſen, 
it is evident the right is uſed with prudence. In- 
deed, as Church and State are fo intimately joined 
together, like man and wife, it would he unwiſe to 
ring in a competitor, which in time might pro- 
duce a diyorce. 

Mr. Commiſſioner SMvcos obſcrved, that if 
Diſſenters, and ſuch ſtiff, preciſe, and overconſci- 
entious men were admitted into places, and filled 
the Excife and Cuſtoms, no bufineſs could be car- 
ried on; and whether that would not be a great in- 
jury, he would leave to the confideration of any 
gentleman preſent. 

Farmer HawTrory next faid, I thinks I can 
ſee as far into a millſtone as any "blind man of ye 
all. This puts me in mind of an affair in our pariſh, 

when Mr. HIERARCcHVL and his friends incloſed the 
common, to keep the Dickey from biting the graſs; 


every 


BW.» 8 


every body at firſt thought it a main good thing ; but 
when ſome of the pariſhioners found themſelves 
ſhut out of what they had always had a ſlice of, it 
ſeemed to be not quite ſo pleaſant, Sometimes one 
or two would jump over and get ſome; at laſt the 
injured folks agreed quietly to petition that the gates 
might be opened, ſince they had all an equal right, 
and uſed to have an equal ſhare; but never believe 
me, if Mr. HIER ARCH did not roar fo loud, and 
cry, Thieves! Murder! Fire! till he rouſed the 
whole neighbourhood; till there was as many come 
together as are here now. They all took his part, 
becauſe why ? Why becauſe they all went ſnacks 
with him; at laft the Lord of the Manor was ap- 
plied to. Pho! Pho! ſaid Dr. Monovory, riſing 
up haſtily, tis all nonſenſe, Gentlemen, I beg yoy 
won't hear any more; Farmer HAwWTRHORN is & 
man that would rather give five guineas to a poor 
family, than one to pay his tythes; and the opinion 
of ſuch a man cannot weigh with as, Gentlemen. 
Na, indeed, ſaid Mr. SLY, of Search'em; it can- 
not be expected that ſuch a man ſhould gain any 
attention from Dr. MonoeoLy, or his Reverend 
Brethren; but doubt not Mr. CLosz's arguments 
have conſiderable influence with them. What Dr. 
Monopoly told us of St. Diana, of Epbeſus, tickles 
my fancy vaſtly ; and fince the Demetrians are a 
very numerous and powerful party, both in Church 
State, (which you know are inſeparably joined 
together) 1 think the iſſue. of this meeting muſt be 
very hard on the Diſſenters. They will call it perſe- 


- cution, and ſo let em; ſuch as they are were always 


rſecuted; the, Apoſtles and their Maſter were Diſ- 

enters, and the Eſtabliſhment did, as all Eſtabliſh» 

ments will do, they caſt an iron hand upon them. 

Let our Eſtabliſhment imitate that ane, 
; | — 


e 2:0 
and let modern Diffenters keep company with former 
ones. The days of Alfred are over; no man divides 
his loaf now, except among his own children. Be- 
fides, if Diſſenters ſhould divide with us places in 
Civil life, perhaps they might want to divide with us 
ſome of our pluralities, and who has got any of them 
to ſpare? It was quite right too, for the ſake of 
peace, to prevent competition. If a new ſet were 
to begin buſineſs, and outſhine the old ones, what 
jealouſies and heart-burnings might ariſe, which 
every prudent perſon would endeavour to prevent. 
This ſpeech was followed by a general laugh; 
but whether thoſe who grinned the wideſt, knew 
for certain what they jeered at, is very doubtful. 
Mr. FarrPLay took the opportunity of a mo- 
ment's filence to obſerve : I was in hopes, in fuch 
an aſſembly, to have heard ſomething like argu- 
ment; but am greatly diſappointed, to per eive 
nothing but ſcurrilous declamation. The inf-rence 
is obvious. I will juſt reply to a few objections, 
which indeed ſcarcely deſerve it, but are fo eaſily 
anſwered, that a child might manage the diſpute. 
The Diſſenters oppoſition to Charles I. has been 
obferved : Did not the wiſeſt and beſt of men of 
thoſe times oppoſe him too? Had he met with no 
oppoſition, where had been thoſe Liberties from 
which fprungjour preſent enjoyments, and that Re- 
ligion, on which are built all our future hopes? 
Did not his ſons, notwithſtanding their father's 
fate, walk in his ſteps, till not only Diſſenters, but 
Churchmen alſo were obliged to appole the one, 
and deteft the other? It has been faid, that a long 
lift of abſurdities from their writings might be 
found. Can thoſe expreſſions be deemed abſurdities, 
which were the faſhion and taſte of the times? But 
allowing it, will not the writings of ge x" 
affor 
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afford as long a liſt? If not, I fear their lives will 
amply balance every groſſneſs, which envious ob- 
ſervation, and malicious care, can pick out from 
the Diſſenters. 

We have been told, that if theſe acts are repealed, 
Diſſenters will monopolize places of truſt. How 
can this be? The repeal will not turn one Church- 
man out, nor put one Diſſenter into office; it would 
ſtill depend upon the approbation of their Sove- 
reign, or their fellow- citizens, whether they ſhould 
obtain any benefit whatever by it. Will you ſay, 
that their good opinion of Diſſenters is ſo great, 
that their obtaining power upon the removal of theſe 
obſtacles, is a real certainty ? If not, what reaſon 
for alarm? And if it is ſo, why ſhould perſons fo 
well approved, be proſcribed as incapable and 
dangerous ? 8 | | 

It has been aſſerted, that they all deny the main 
doctrines of our Church. This is a falſe reproach; 
of the three petitioning ſects, two, the Independents 
and the Baptiſts, are as firm to thoſe glorious doc- 
trines, as the Church; and if among - Preſbyte- 
rians are found ſome who differ, let us pity, let us 
pray for, and not perſecute them. Differing from 
the Church cannot be more objectionable in a Diſ- 
ſenter, than in a Churchman; yet it is notorious, 
that many Clergymen diſbelieve the doctrines al- 
luded to, and vehemently deny in the pulpit, what 
the moment before they had delivered from the 
deſk ; an inconſiſtency with which no Diſſenter can 
be charged. 

Much has been faid about the toleration which 
they already enjoy ; has any injury ariſen from it ? 
If not, why ſhould it not be increaſed ? Toleration 
is a word which expreſſes pity, and muſt be grating 
When a Man hears it applied to himſelf, Upon 4 
hy | 3 ſubje 


10 


ubject where all who have power to think, have 
alſo a right to think, it is abſurd to aſſume merit 
rom the mere giving them leave to enjoy their 
houghts. With that vague expreſſion, our Conſti- 
ution in Church and State, has a cloud of duſt been 


Pray where is their connection found? Our Con- 
itution conſiſts of King, Lords, and Commons. 
Suppoſe for a moment theſe were all Diſſenters; 
$ not the Conſtitution as firm as ever, while the 
glorious 
o; which Diſſenters cannot but firmly maintain? 
ould not the laws be as ſtrong, and juſtice as 
ruly adminiſtered; would not both Houſes of Par- 
lament be as independent and as honourable as 
ow, were there not a Churchman among them? 
I coriclude with obſerving, that while the Romans 
nd Sabines wronged each other, all was war and 
mult ; but when the privileges. of citizens were 
xtended, and they united ther as brethren, 
en the State began to flouriſh, 
orth the miſtreſs of the world, 


ardly a Parſon left in the room; Dr. Monopoly 
eing taken with a qualm, defired leave to with- 
Lraw, for a breath of air, and a drop of brandy. 


aiters and Clergymen, from the kitchen. The 
fternoon was ſpent in great ny, and the 
any pipes; the beſt uſe they could be applied to, 


D. e he 


aiſed, ſeeming on purpoſe to obſcure the argument. 


inciples of the Revolution are adhered 


and Rome ſhone | 


By the time Mr. Fairplay had ended, there way 


The Landlord then informed the company that 
inner was ready, and with him came a troop of 


Doctor's four reſolutiqns, ſerved to light him as 
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| Come ſtand by your Church and your ba. Conftrato 5D; 


5 $0 here! s to the Church, may 1 loſe. a — liviog: - 
Let's ſhut · faſt the door, and ſeeure all ſhe's giving, 


81 
THE FOLLOWING SONG, 


Xx l Ak by a Reyerend Gentleman, famous for ſuch exertions, afforded 


a Entertainment. 


G ox 1 hafit to the Wedding, S. + 


Come haſte to this meeting, each weak head and ack, 

The Churchmeti their zeal can no lopger delay; | 
It foams from their mouth, like ſmall beer from a ae, 

Come, catch as it runs, nor let 3 erg rape 
Come, come, one and all, 

Attend to my call, 
Whoever is purblind and loves to be led — 

| Come ſee, * 

Av'rice and 3 ; : 

Brew'd by Sacheyerel long ago dead * 


Come threaten. and fight for the loaves and the fiſhes; - 
To catch which Diſſenters are holding their paws; 
Come, lend-a good hand, or they 'I all get their wines, 
. ſnatch ev?ry favory bĩt 7 4 our er 3 
Codes come, N sr 
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For both are in danger and hRely to drop ; | 
At leaſt to report ſo 's our-firm Wos, 5 
It anſwer'd before, and is. now our chief props. _ 
Come, come, Ko. 9 


A fig for all argument, writing, and reaſon, Webb, 
There's no way to anfwer; like—ceaſing to ber; 


- * " « #8 


Tf reply muſt be given, let's call it all treaſon, 


There“ $. more will belieye, t N ne lere, wil 
Come, come, &. COST, 


* — 


But I Wilk ſtand by her” while ſhe ſtands by me; 


* 
+2 


And laugh, while Diſſenters but peep ues and 10 5 


Come, come, one and all, h . 
7; Attend to my call, 3. gig 
Whoever, 18 purblind and loves bo led 2 $544 
Come, ſee, R 
ice and Bigotry, | * 
Brew d by Sechereref long 400 dead, 4 


